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MEDIA RELEASE
December 1, 1986
STRIKES CAUSE LOWER PAYROLLS AND 
DECLINE IN LUMBER PRODUCTION
MISSOULA —
Lower wage settlements and strikes at Montana's wood 
products plants led to lower payrolls and caused a small decline 
in lumber production in the third quarter of 1986, according to a 
University of Montana research office.
The quarterly figures are gathered by the University of 
Montana Bureau of Business and Economic Research through a survey 
done in cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association. 
The survey includes 32 plants, accounting for over 90 percent of 
the state's wood products manufacturing activity.
Charles E. Keegan, director of forest products research, 
said that total wages paid to production workers at the Montana 
mills surveyed amounted to $26,149,000 in third quarter 1986, 
compared to $27,767,000 for the second quarter. Keegan said the 
drop in wages was due to lower wage rates that went into effect 
in late August and fewer employees receiving paychecks at 
striking mills.
The strikes also affected the number of production workers 
employed during the quarter, Keegan said, but to a lesser degree. 
An average of 4,322 production workers were employed during the 
third quarter of 1986, compared to 4,343 for the second quarter.
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Keegan said the employment and wage figures refer only to 
production workers at mills surveyed and are not total employment 
figures. Nonproduction workers at the plants are not included. 
Nor do the estimates include the several thousand workers in 
related industries such as logging and trucking.
Statewide lumber production during the third quarter of 1986 
was 371 million board feet, 11 million board feet lower than the 
previous quarter.
Plywood production was 168 million square feet in the third 
quarter compared to 171 million square feet in the second 
quarter.
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